
Miscellany
TOTAL NUMBER OF EXISTING VERTE-

BRATE ANIMAL SPECIES
In the issue of the Journal for March 28, 1912

[Vol. clxvi, p. 499], we published an item regard-
ing the total number of existing animal species.
In the issue of Science for Sept. 6 is an estimate,
by H. W. Henshaw, of Washington, D. C, of
the number of known species of living verte-
brates, which is interesting for comparison. Mr.
Henshaw estimates the total number of existing
vertebrate species as 47,200, distributed as fol-
lows :—

1. Mammals. 7,000
2. Birds. 20,000
3. Crocodiles and turtles. 300
4. Lizards. 3,300
5. Snakes. 2,400
6. Frogs and toads. 2,000
7. Salamanders. 200
8. Fishes. 12,000

Total. 47,200

Correspondence
Boston, September 6, 1912.

Mr. Editor: About six years ago the writer began
to use vaccines in the treatment of typhoid fever.
Since that time he has thus treated more than one
hundred cases and has obtained numerous articles
upon the same subject written by physicians in vari-
ous parts of the world. It seems possible, however,
that some may have escaped notice. He also realizes
that many of the profession may have treated some
cases without reporting them. A paper upon the sub-
ject is now in the course of preparation. In this it
is earnestly desired to incorporate reports from a

large number of cases, good, bad, and otherwise. He
accordingly makes the following request to the read-
ers of this Journal :

Will any one who has used vaccines in the treat-
ment of typhoid fever, whether but one case or more,
kindly communicate to him that fact accompanied by
name and address of the reporter? If the results
have already been reported, a note of the journal in
which they appeared will be sufficient. If they have
not been reported, a short blank form will be sent to
the physician to be filled out. Due credit will be
given in the article to each person making a report.
If any physician happens to know of other confrères
who have any such cases, it will be appreciated if he
sends their names, as they may not happen to read
this note. It is hoped that by this means a sufficient
number of cases may be collected to settle somewhat
definitely the now mooted question whether vaccines
are or are not of benefit in typhoid therapy.

Eeports of cases will be accepted at any time in
the future but preferably by November or December
of the present year.

Kindly address Dr. W. H. Watters, Director of the
Department of Pathology and Bacteriology, Evans
Institute for Clinical Research, Boston.

RESIGNATION
Dk. Frederick L. Dunlap, of Washington. D. 0-,

resigned on Sept. 5th as member of the United States
pure food board and associate chemist of the federal
bureau of chemistry in the Department of Agricul-
ture.

RECENT DEATHS
Dr. Frank Wallace Brett, who died of cerebral

hemorrhage on Aug. 31st in South Braintree, Mass.,

was born at Hingham, Mass., in 1861. He graduated
from the Boston College of Physicians and Surgeons
in 1895, and since that time had practised his profes-
sion in Braintree, where for several years he served
on the local board of health. He was a Fellow of the
Massachusetts Medical Society, and a member of the
Norfolk South District Medical Society. He is sur-
vived by his widow and by two sons.

Dr. August Sargent Bolstic, who died at Worces-
ter, Mass., on Sept. 3d, was born in 1867. He gradu-
ated from the Dartmouth Medical School in 1890. He
was a Fellow of The Massachusetts Medical Society.

Dr. Charles Delano Cook, who died on Sept. 5 in
Brooklyn, N. Y., was born at Hardwick, near Worces-
ter, Mass., in 1825. He was a member of many dental
and other scientific societies.

Dr. Joseph P. Root, who died of accidental trauma
at Kansas City, Mo., on Sept. 4th; was born in 1862.
He was a dentist and a writer on subjects in den-
tistry.

Dr. W. J. McGee, who died of carcinoma on Sept.
4th at Washington, D. C, was born in Dubuque Coun-
ty, Iowa, on April 17, 1853. He was self-educated,
and achieved distinction as an anthropologist and
geologist. From 1893 to 1903, he was chief of the
Bureau of American Ethnology. He is reported to
have directed that his body be used for dissection at
the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.

Dr. James Cornelius Murphy, who died on Sept.
3d, at Norwood, Mass., was a native of that town.
tie received the degree of A.B. from Boston College in
1901, and that of M.D. from the Harvard Medical
School in 1905. From 1906 to 1907 he served as a
house-officer at the Carney Hospital, South Boston.
He was a member of the American Medical Associa-
tion, and a Fellow of the Massachusetts Medical So-
ciety. He is survived by his widow and by one child.

Dr. Charles Thorndike Parker, who died of pneu-
monia at South Hamilton, Mass., on Aug. 31, was a
native of Boston. He studied medieine at the College
of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, and for a
time practised his profession in that city.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
For the Week ending Saturday, August 31, 1912.
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